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April 2018 : A high-level delegation from the UAE, visited India to attend the 16
th
 biennial International Energy Forum 

Ministerial Meeting (IEF16), hosted by India on 10-12 April 2018 in New Delhi. The meeting was held under the theme “The 

Future of Global Energy Security - Transition, Technology, Trade and Investment”.  

IEF16 is the largest gathering of Energy Ministers from across the globe, industry leaders and heads of key international 

organizations who engage in a dialogue on global energy issues. The International Energy Forum (IEF) aims to foster greater 

mutual understanding and awareness of common energy interests among its members. 

On behalf of the IEF16 host country, Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India inaugurated IEF16 Ministerial 

meeting. Prime Minister Modi shared his energy vision comprising of 4 pillars – energy access, energy efficiency, energy 

sustainability and energy security. He called for a mutually supportive relationship between producers and consumers if the 

world has to grow as a whole. He called for optimal use of the neutral platform of the IEF to build a global consensus on 

‘responsible pricing’, that serves the mutual interests of both producers and consumers.  

Energy Ministers from 42 countries attended the biennial IEF Ministerial Meeting held in Delhi. Apart from 72 IEF member 

countries, 20 others countries with whom India has oil and gas engagements were also invited to attend the meeting. The 

participating delegates acknowledged that as energy markets are governed by complexity, enhanced dialogue on probable 

energy pathways will improve market transparency and achieving shared goals together. 

His Excellency Suhail Bin Mohammed Faraj Faris Al Mazrouei, Cabinet Member and UAE Minister of Energy and Industry led 

the UAE delegation at the Energy Forum in New Delhi. He was accompanied by H.E. Ahmed Al Kaabi, Assistant Undersecretary 

- Oil, Gas and Mineral Resources, UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry; H.E. Fatima Al Foora Al Shamsi, Assistant 

Undersecretary - Electricity and Future Energy, UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry; and Mr Talal Al Fliti, Director, Office of 

His Excellency; and Eng. Hind Al Mutawa, Director - Productivity Management, UAE Ministry of Energy and Industry. 

The UAE Minister of Energy and Industry spoke in two sessions: "The Importance of Stability of Oil and Gas Markets in Global 

Markets", and "Financial Regulations and Legal Reforms to Attract Investment in the Energy Sector". On the sidelines of the 

forum, His Excellency met with the Ministers of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Ecuador, Egypt, Japan, Russia, India, Sudan, IEF 

Secretary-General, OPEC Secretary General and a number of other countries to discuss cooperation and strengthen strategic 

relations between the UAE and friendly countries in the energy field. 

Visit of H.E. Suhail Bin Mohammed Faraj Faris Al Mazrouei, Cabinet Member and  

UAE Minister of Energy and Industry to India 
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April 2018 : His Excellency Sheikh Fahim bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Executive Chairman - Government Relations Department and 

Chairman - Higher Committee for Digital Transformation in Sharjah visited India to participate in Kerala's Global Digital 

Summit ‘Huddle Kerala’ as the Guest of Honour. His Excellency was accompanied by Mr Hussain Al Mahmoudi, CEO, Sharjah 

Research, Technology and Innovation Park (SRTIP). 

 

The two-day conference, hosted by the Kerala Startup Mission (KSUM) in association with Internet and Mobile Association of 

India (IAMAI) and IAMAI Startup Foundation, was inaugurated by Shri Pinarayi Vijayan, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala.  
 

A large number of startups, investors, academicians and industry leaders attended the event, with a focus on the emerging 

sectors like blockchain, cryptocurrency, internet of things, gaming and e-sports, cyber security, digital entertainment, 

augmented reality, virtual reality, e-governance and mobile governance. Mr Paul Antony, Chief Secretary of Kerala; Mr M. 

Sivasankar, IT Secretary of Kerala; Mr Shrikant Sinha, CEO, NASSCOM, etc. were present at the event. 

 

In his address at the conference, H.E. Sheikh Fahim bin Sultan Al Qasimi lauded the educational progress of Kerala in building 

up a strong ‘startup ecosystem’. He highlighted his Department's objective to reinforce its cooperation with various 

international institutions and authorities. It also seeks to exchange knowledge and expertise and standardize international 

means of communication, based on the approach and values of Sharjah, led by H.H. Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al-

Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah to India, he added. He said that the UAE and India have good relations 

with the need for digital development and communication. The educated and technically-educated community of Kerala is 

helping the environment for the development of information technology, he said. 

 

During the conference, His Excellency met with the representatives of the United Nations Office of Communication and 

Information technology and discussed ways of promoting their cooperation in technological innovation and establishing the 

UN Technological Innovation Lab in Sharjah. He briefed Shri Pinarayi Vijayan and other senior Indian officials about Sharjah’s 

Digital Transformation Programme, which aims to transform all its services to smart services, in line with the UAE’s regional 

and international role in providing e-services. 

 

He also highlighted the importance of cooperating and establishing long-term partnerships with Kerala, which has a prominent 

intellectual, commercial, industrial and scientific stature. The Indian side underlined the importance of reinforcing their 

cooperation and exchanging knowledge with Sharjah while praising the emirate’s overall efforts and achievements. 

Visit of H.E. Sheikh Fahim bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Executive Chairman - Government Relations Department 

and Chairman - Higher Committee for Digital Transformation in Sharjah to India 
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April 2018 : Mr Matar Al Dhaheri, Under-Secretary, UAE Ministry of Defence, visited India to attend the opening 

ceremony of Defence Expo 2018, India's largest biennial land, naval and internal homeland security systems exhibition 

held in Chennai. The UAE official toured the exhibition and gained knowledge about the latest naval, air and land 

systems. 

 

On the sidelines of Defence Expo 2018, Mr Matar Al Dhaheri met Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Hon’ble Minister of 

Defence, Government of India to discuss bilateral defence relations and a variety of issues of mutual interest. 

April 2018 : His Excellency Nasser Bin Thani Juma Al Hamli, Cabinet Member and UAE Minister of Human Resources 

and Emiratisation had a courtesy meeting with Dr. K.P. Krishnan, Secretary, Ministry of Skill Development & 

Entrepreneurship, Government of India. 

 

 

 

Visit of Mr Matar Al Dhaheri, Under-Secretary, UAE Ministry of Defence to India 

Meeting of H.E. Nasser Bin Thani Juma Al Hamli, Cabinet Member and UAE Minister of Human Resources 

and Emiratisation with Dr. K.P. Krishnan, Secretary, Indian Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship 
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May 2018: Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Skill Development Entrepreneurship, 

Government of India visited the UAE on 12 - 14
th
 May 2018. He was accompanied by officials from Indian Ministry of 

Petroleum & Natural Gas; Directorate General of Hydrocarbons (DGH); and Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board 

(PNGRB). This visit was to follow up on the state visit of Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India to the UAE in 

February 2018. 

During the visit of PM Modi earlier this year, Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL) and Abu Dhabi National Oil 

Company (ADNOC) have signed an agreement under which ADNOC will store about 5.86 million barrels of crude oil in 

India's Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) facility at Mangalore at its own cost. Shri Dharmendra Pradhan along with H.E. Dr. 

Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber,  UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of State and CEO, ADNOC Group flagged off the first 

consignment of 2 million barrels of ADNOC crude oil for Mangalore Cavern. This is the first such investment by any foreign 

company in Indian SPR facility. 

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan held bilateral meeting with H.E. Dr. Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Cabinet Member & 

Minister of State and CEO, ADNOC Group. Both sides discussed regarding the ongoing cooperation in the hydrocarbon sector 

and explored ways to further enhance the engagement. They had detailed discussions on the Indian downstream sector and 

explored various opportunities for participation of the UAE companies in the petroleum infrastructure projects in India. 

Hon’ble Minister also invited UAE companies to participate as preferred partners in the entire hydrocarbon value chain of 

India. Shri Dharmendra Pradhan was accompanied by H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE; senior officials 

and CEOs from Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan Petroleum for the meeting. 

During the visit, Hon’ble Minister also had an interactive session with over 250 Indian professionals, business leaders and 

community representatives working in the UAE. While addressing the gathering, he highlighted the attractive investment 

opportunities in the Petroleum and Natural Gas and Skill Development sectors in India and also extended invitation to the 

business community in the UAE for greater collaborations and increased investments in India. The session was organised by 

the Indian Embassy in Abu Dhabi in cooperation with the Abu Dhabi Chapter of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of 

India (ICAI) and IBPG-Abu Dhabi. 

Visit of Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and  

Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, GoI to the UAE 
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In his another meeting, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan met his UAE counterpart H.E. Suhail bin Mohamed Faraj Faris Al Mazrouei, 

UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of Energy and Industry; and discussed about emerging trends in oil and gas sector and issues 

of bilateral hydrocarbon engagement within the overall framework of UAE-India Strategic Partnership. 

During the visit, Hon’ble Minister also attended UAE ‘Downstream Investment Forum’, where he participated in a panel 

discussion on ‘New Trade Flows, New Market Opportunities’. He shared his insights on expanding energy & trade relationship 

between the UAE & India and called UAE a reliable partner of India while appealing to all the stakeholders of Downstream 

Investment Forum to invest in India. 

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan had also met H.E. Nasser Bin Thani Juma Al Hamli, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of Human 

Resources and Emiratization to discuss skill harmonization and development of flagships programs to meet the requirement of 

trained manpower in the UAE. Both the dignitaries deliberated on the approaches towards bringing the skill development 

efforts of UAE and India into compliance with each other and discussed outcomes of the first Skill Mapping Conference held 

in April 2018. While appreciating the progress that the UAE and India have made together around skill development, there 

was an emphasis on immediate deliverables during the meeting. The two nations discussed the creation of a framework for 

skill development and formation of a Joint Working Group (JWG) for smoother operations between the countries. 

During the visit, Hon’ble Minister had also attended a roundtable meeting with the leading agro-food processing players based 

in the UAE; and showcased the opportunities in Odisha in the fields of agriculture, food processing, fishery etc. All known 

prominent business groups like Lulu, NMC Trading, Choithram, Al Maya, Aujan and many others participated in the meeting 

and expressed their expectations; some showed interest to invest in food processing infrastructure at Paradip port. 

The meeting was followed by a roadshow on ‘E&P opportunities in India’ organised by Indian Ministry of Petroleum & Natural 

Gas in Dubai. The session highlighted array of opportunities available in Indian E&P sector with the transformational 

Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) framework being at the forefront. The key highlight of the session was 

curtain raiser for Discovered Small Field Bid Round-II by Hon’ble Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan. 

Later, an interactive roundtable conference was held with Financial Institutions and Oil and Gas majors to discuss on the 

alternate and innovative funding options for E&P companies especially for small explorers. Shri Dharmendra Pradhan briefed 

the representatives of the Financial Institutions and Oil and Gas companies about the bright prospects in the upstream oil & 

gas sector in India & market driven policy frameworks that encourage investments for exploration in Indian acreages.  

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan participated in another roadshow for 9th City Gas Distribution (CGD) International Bidding Round, 

organized by the Indian Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board, inviting foreign investors to participate in the largest 

Indian CGD bid round covering 174 districts.  



  

UAE-INDIA BUSINESS COUNCIL (UIBC) Page-6 

 

June 2018 : A high-level delegation led by H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation visited India from 24 to 30
th
 June 2018. His Highness was accompanied by H.E. 

Dr. Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of State and CEO, ADNOC Group; H.E. Dr. Ahmad 

bin Abdullah Humaid Belhoul Al Falasi, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of State for Higher Education and Advanced Skills, 

and Chairman, UAE Space Agency; and H.E. Mohammed Sharaf Al Hashemi, UAE Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation for Economic and Commercial Affairs. 

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah and his accompanying delegation, called on Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India in 

New Delhi. The two leaders discussed cooperation ties between the UAE and India in different fields and means of advancing 

the bilateral relations to a higher level.  

During the meeting, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah said that the strategic relationship between the two countries has witnessed a 

qualitative leap across different domains over the past few years, thanks to the political will of their leadership. His Highness 

commended the significant contribution of the Indian community to the development drive in the UAE and stressed that 

Indian residents in the county enjoy Government support and respect, and represent a bridge for bolstering ties between the 

two nations. 

Shri Narendra Modi reaffirmed India’s keenness to strengthen the friendly and cooperative relations with the UAE for the 

benefit of the two nations. PM Modi also lauded the UAE's policy of tolerance, peaceful coexistence, cooperation and respect 

for all communities living in its territories. 

Both the leaders also addressed prospects of expanding the distinguished strategic ties between the UAE and India in the energy 

field, with a special focus on the partnerships and investments provided by the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC), 

particularly in the fields of exploration, refining, petrochemicals and petroleum products marketing. Shri Narendra Modi 

expressed appreciation for ADNOC’s decision to invest in the upcoming USD 44 billion 60 MMTPA Greenfield mega refinery 

and petrochemicals complex in India and welcomed the signing of a MoU during the visit. They also exchanged views about 

the latest regional and international developments. 

The meeting was also attended by H.E. Dr. Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Minister of State and CEO, ADNOC Group; 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India; Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas 

and Skill Development Entrepreneurship, GoI; H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE; and H.E. Mohamed 

Ali Rashed Alabbar, Chairman, Emaar Properties. 

In another meeting, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah and his accompanying delegation held delegation-level talks with Smt. Sushma 

Swaraj, Hon’ble Minister of External Affairs of India. The two Ministers discussed bilateral ties, ways to enhance co-operation 

and strengthening of diplomatic relations. They also touched upon current regional and international developments and other 

issues of mutual interest. 

Visit of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and International Cooperation to India 
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H.H. Sheikh Abdullah emphasised UAE's keenness to enhance its ties of friendship and cooperation with India, in the light of 

the special and strategic bonds between the two nations. He referred to the importance of this visit and its role in deepening 

relations between the two friendly countries. The meeting was also attended by H.E. Dr. Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, 

UAE Minister of State and CEO, ADNOC Group; H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India; H.E. Navdeep Singh 

Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE; and Dr. T.V. Nagendra Prasad, Joint Secretary (Gulf), Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India. 

His Highness and Indian External Affairs Minister also witnessed the exchange of MoU in the field of diplomatic training 

between the Emirates Diplomatic Academy and the Foreign Service Institute of India. The MoU was exchanged by H.E. Dr. 

Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India and Dr. T.V. Nagendra Prasad, Joint Secretary (Gulf), Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India.  

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan and his accompanying delegation had also met Shri M.J. Akbar, Hon’ble Minister 

of State for External Affairs, GoI; Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Skill 

Development Entrepreneurship, GoI; and Mr Ajit Doval, Indian National Security Advisor in New Delhi. 

During the meeting, they discussed the prospects of bilateral relations between the UAE and India, as well as the means of 

strengthening and developing existing friendly relations, issues of mutual interest, the latest regional and international 

developments, and the two countries' efforts to support pillars of stability, peace and joint coordination in countering 

extremism and terrorism. 

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah applauded the strategic relation between the UAE and India and the joint efforts to strengthen strategic 

partnership in various fields. The Indian officials praised the historic relations between the two friendly countries. They also 

stressed that the UAE, led by H.H. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, is always keen on strengthening its strong relations 

with India, especially in the light of the huge opportunities for cooperation and the rapid regional and global changes. H.E. 

Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India and H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE were also present 

in the meeting. 

In another official engagement, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan and Shri Dharmendra Pradhan witnessed the signing 

of a framework agreement between Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) and Saudi Aramco (Aramco) to explore a 

strategic partnership and co-investment in the development of a new USD 44 billion mega refinery and petrochemicals complex 

at Ratnagiri, on India’s west coast. 
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H.H. Sheikh Abdullah along with Indian External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma Swaraj unveiled plans to launch the first of its 

kind joint UAE-India exhibition named the ‘Zayed-Gandhi Digital Museum’ during 2018, celebrating the late visionary leaders 

of the two countries.  

In another meeting, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah recognized and honored UAE’s first Indian doctor, Dr. Zulekha Daud, Founder & 

Chairperson, Zulekha Healthcare Group, and presented her with a letter of thanks and appreciation for her five decades of 

valuable contributions to the healthcare sector in the UAE. The recognition coincides with the “Year of Zayed” initiative during 

which the country is commemorating the indelible legacy of the Founding Father. It also comes to reaffirm the deeply-rooted 

relations between the two countries across different domains. The ceremony highlighted the long-standing relationship between 

the UAE and India. 

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah also toured Humayun's tomb and Akshardham temple during his visit to New Delhi. H.E. Dr. Ahmed 

Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India and H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE, accompanied His Highness 

during the visit to the Humayun tomb and Akshardham temple. 

During his visit to Gujarat, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan had met Shri O.P. Kohli, Hon’ble Governor of Gujarat. 

The meeting highlighted the bilateral relations between the UAE and Gujarat, as well as the means of strengthening and 

advancing them and improving the cooperation between both sides in many areas, especially in the economy, commerce, 

investment and education. H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India also attended the meeting. 

 

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan also visited the Gandhi Ashram at Sabarmati and the Sidi Saiyyed Mosque at 

Ahmedabad, as part of his official visit to India. H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India, accompanied His Highness 

during the tour. 

 

During his visit to Maharashtra, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah and his accompanying delegation had met Shri Devendra Fadnavis, 

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra, and discussed avenues of joint cooperation and ways of pushing forward them in 

various developmental sectors. Both the leaders also deliberated on building capacities that can advance prospects of bilateral 

cooperation across economic, investment, health and educational fields. H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India 

and H.E. Mohammed Saleh Al Teneiji, UAE Consul General in Mumbai were also present in the meeting. 
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H.H. Sheikh Abdullah also attended a Business Round-table with top executives of leading Indian companies in Mumbai. The 

meeting touched on mutual economic and trade relations between the UAE and India as well as means of boosting cooperation 

between the two nations, especially in economic, investment and commercial fields. The meeting was also attended by UAE 

senior officials including, H.E. Mohammed Sharaf Al Hashemi, Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation for Economic and Commercial Affairs, UAE; H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India; and H.E. 

Mohammed Saleh Al Teneiji, UAE Consul General in Mumbai. 

 

During his visit to Tamil Nadu, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah and his accompanying delegation had met Shri Edappadi K. Palaniswami, 

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. Both the leaders discussed the mutual political, economic and cultural relations between 

the UAE and Tamil Nadu as well as means of boosting them in various fields. The meeting was also attended by H.E. Dr. 

Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India. 

 

During his visit to Telangana, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah had met Shri Kalvakuntla Chandrashekar Rao, Hon’ble Chief Minister of 

Telangana and discussed ways of enhancing relations between the UAE and the south Indian state. During the meeting,  

His Highness highlighted the UAE's keenness to enhance its bilateral relations and cooperation with India and also pointed out 

that the UAE, out of its keenness on boosting ties between the two friendly countries, is soon to open a Consulate General in 

Hyderabad.  

 

The meeting was also attended by Shri K.T. Rama Rao, Hon’ble Minister for Industries & Commerce, Information Technology, 

Municipal Administration & Urban Development, Mines & Geology, Public Enterprises and NRI Affairs, Government of 

Telangana; H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India; and H.E. Jamal Hussain Al Zaabi, UAE Consul General of 

Kerala. During the visit, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah also visited Hyderabad Information Technology and Engineering Consultancy 

City (HITEC City) in Hyderabad. He praised India's efforts to advance Information Technology and build capabilities in terms 

of vital and competitive skills.  

 

During his visit to Karnataka, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah and his delegation had met Shri H. D. Kumaraswamy, Hon’ble Chief 

Minister of Karnataka. During the meeting, they reviewed the bilateral relations and joint cooperation between the UAE and 

Karnataka; and ways to enhance and develop them in all fields, particularly in economic, commercial, investment, cultural, 

educational, health, space and energy sectors. 

 

The meeting was also attended by H.E. Dr. Ahmad bin Abdullah Humaid Belhoul Al Falasi, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister 

of State for Higher Education and Advanced Skills, and Chairman, UAE Space Agency; H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE 

Ambassador to India; and H.E. Jamal Hussain Al Zaabi, UAE Consul General of Kerala. 

 

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan also visited Indian Space Research Organisation, (ISRO) and Centre for 

Nanoscience and Engineering, at Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bengaluru, Karnataka. His Highness was accompanied by 

H.E. Dr. Ahmad bin Abdullah Humaid Belhoul Al Falasi, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of State for Higher Education and 

Advanced Skills, and Chairman, UAE Space Agency; H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India; and H.E. Jamal 

Hussain Al Zaabi, UAE Consul General of Kerala. 
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June 2018 : Saudi Aramco and UAE’s ADNOC have signed a MoU to jointly develop and build an integrated refinery 

and petrochemicals complex at Ratnagiri in Maharashtra during the recent visit of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation in New Delhi. The project 

will be implemented by Ratnagiri Refinery & Petrochemicals Ltd. (RRPCL).  

 

The MoU was signed by H.E. Dr. Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of State and CEO, 

ADNOC Group and Mr Amin H. Nasser, CEO, Saudi Aramco to explore a strategic partnership and co-investment in the 

development of a new USD 44 billion mega refinery and petrochemicals complex at Ratnagiri, in Maharashtra.  

 

The signing was witnessed by H.H. Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation and Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Skill 

Development Entrepreneurship, Government of India. Mr Sanjiv Singh, Chairman, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd; Mr M.K. 

Surana, Chairman and Managing Director, Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd; Mr D. Rajkumar, Chairman and 

Managing Director, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd; and Mr B. Ashok, CEO, Ratnagiri Refinery & Petrochemicals Ltd. 

(RRPCL) also witnessed the signing.  

 

Commenting on the announcement, H.H. Sheikh Abdullah said, "This agreement strengthens the already close ties 

between the UAE and India and between the UAE and Saudi Arabia. The UAE is unwavering in its commitment to its 

strategic multi-lateral relationships with both India and Saudi Arabia, as well as being a reliable partner in India’s energy 

security. We look forward to explore further opportunities to expand our energy partnerships and to collaborate on 

new, broader, opportunities that will further strengthen and deepen the rich and long-standing strategic relationship 

between our three countries." 

 

The agreement defines the principles of the joint strategic cooperation between ADNOC and Saudi Aramco to jointly 

build, own and operate the complex in collaboration with a consortium of Indian National Oil companies currently 

consisting of Indian Oil Corporation Ltd, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd, and Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd. 

ADNOC and Saudi Aramco will jointly own 50% of the new Joint Venture Company Ratnagiri Refinery and 

Petrochemical Company Ltd, with the remaining 50% owned by the Indian Consortium. This is single largest overseas 

investment in the Indian refining sector. 

  

Saudi Aramco and ADNOC signed MoU for participating in the Ratnagiri Refinery project in Maharashtra 
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June 2018 : A joint workshop was organised by ADNOC and the Indian Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas on 

expanding investments and partnerships in the oil and gas industry in New Delhi, during the recent visit of H.H. Sheikh 

Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation.  

 

The one-day workshop was attended by H.E. Dr. Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of 

State and CEO, ADNOC Group; Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Skill 

Development Entrepreneurship, GoI; and senior representatives from ADNOC and Indian oil and gas industry including 

ONGC-led consortium and Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd (ISPRL). 

 

At the workshop, the ADNOC team detailed the investment and partnership opportunities in ADNOC’s operations, in 

particular, the recently announced offshore and onshore exploration and production licenses, which, for the first time, 

have been opened for competitive bidding, and ADNOC’s downstream expansion plans. Opportunities for collaboration 

between ADNOC and India’s growing refining sector were also explored, as well as possible expansion of ADNOC’s 

relationship with ISPRL and the long-term supply of ADNOC crude oil and petrochemicals within India and petroleum 

products marketing and retail. 

 

H.E. Dr. Al Jaber said that "India is an important market for ADNOC and we are keen to explore mutually beneficial 

investment and partnership opportunities, across the full value chain in both the UAE and India. In particular, we see new 

opportunities for potential partners to invest, alongside us, in creating value from the UAE’s hydrocarbon resources. At 

the same time, we wish to support India in meeting its rapidly growing demand for crude oil, refined and petrochemical 

products through targeted investments in the Indian Downstream sector, as part of our international growth strategy."  

 

In his remarks, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan said, "The UAE has been an important partner in India's energy security and 

ADNOC has played a key role in this. This year has been particularly remarkable with ADNOC starting to fill up the 

Mangalore Strategic Cavern from May 2018. ADNOC has provided an upstream foothold to Indian companies in the 

Gulf region. This mutually advantageous relationship has immense potential which we tried to explore during this 

workshop and the high-level Government meetings." 

  

UAE - India Joint Workshop on Oil & Gas 
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June 2018 : H.E. Dr. Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of State and CEO, ADNOC 

Group, and the UAE’s Governor at the AIIB Board of Governors led the UAE delegation, including representatives from 

the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation as well as Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD), 

for participating in the third Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB), held on 25 and 26 June 2018 in Mumbai, India. 

 

The theme of the Annual Meeting was “Mobilizing Finance for Infrastructure: Innovation and Collaboration” in 

recognition of the private sector’s vital role in bridging the infrastructure gap. The Annual Meeting, included discussions 

on initiating the bank’s private sector pipeline, executing high quality transactions, and achieving a distinctive and efficient 

client experience.  

 

The Asian Infrastructure Forum was launched at this year’s Annual Meeting, and it focused on creating business 

development opportunities for participants drawn from project sponsors, financiers, project delivery companies and 

government. The Meeting also convened Governors from member countries, partner institutions, civil society 

organisations, representatives from the media and leading experts from a wide range of specializations.  

 

Speaking on the occasion, H.E. Dr. Sultan Al Jaber, said, "The UAE is proud to play an integral part in realizing the 

ambitions of AIIB. As a founding member of the bank, we seek to support and facilitate AIIB’s thematic priorities to 

enhance sustainable infrastructure, cross-border connectivity and private capital mobilization. 

 

In the three years since its founding, AIIB has grown to become a key enabler for regional infrastructural development 

within emerging and growth economies. By prioritizing the mobilization of private funds, the bank can further extend 

its impact as a catalyst for global progress." 

 

H.E. Mohammed Saif Al Suwaidi, Director General, ADFD and the UAE’s Alternate Governor on the AIIB Board of 

Governors, said, "The bank’s objectives are in perfect alignment with the UAE’s development efforts. In line with 

intensifying international goals to achieve sustainable development, we believe it is crucial to step up co-ordination and 

co-operation among global development institutions and key stakeholders." 

 

He further added, "Through AIIB, the UAE looks forward to strengthen its co-operation with other Asian countries in 

areas of mutual interest, and leveraging our country’s expertise in financing development projects that translate into 

long-term socio-economic benefits." 

 

 

UAE Participation in 3
rd
 Annual Meeting of Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) Governors  
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Interactive Session with the UAE Ambassador, Hotel Grand Hyatt, Kochi  

UIBC Activities - April to June 2018 
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Interactive Session of UP Government Delegation with Abu Dhabi Chamber  

Interaction of UP Government Delegation with the UAE Investors 
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Participation of Indian State Governments in Annual Investment Meeting (AIM), Dubai 
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UIBC Chairman Meetings - June 2018 
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Quarterly News Wrap (April - June 2018) 

 

ADNOC, Saudi Aramco sign framework agreement to 

invest in India’s refinery plant 

 India received first cargo of ADNOC crude oil for its 

Mangalore Strategic Petroleum Reserve 

 

Abu Dhabi National Oil Company 

(ADNOC) and Saudi Aramco signed 

an agreement to explore a strategic 

partnership and co-investment in the 

development of a new USD44 billion 

Ratnagiri refinery and petrochemicals 

complex. Read More 

 

 

India received its first crude oil cargo 

shipment from Abu Dhabi National 

Oil Company (ADNOC) for filling 

up its Strategic Petroleum Reserve 

(SPR) caverns built by Indian 

Strategic Petroleum Reserve Ltd 

(ISPRL) at Mangalore. Read More 

Oil blocks: India to bid with UAE firms 

 Hamriya Free Zone, India's Gandhar Oil Refinery sign 

investment agreement 

 

On the sidelines of a meeting in New 

Delhi, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, 

Indian Minister of Petroleum & 

Natural Gas and Skill Development 

Entrepreneurship said, Indian oil 

companies will team up with UAE-

based energy firms to jointly bid for 

oil blocks in the UAE. Read More 

 

 

Hamriya Free Zone recently signed 

an investment agreement with 

Gandhar Oil Refinery India to 

establish an integrated project 

producing white oil, liquid paraffin, 

hydraulic liquid, transformer oil, 

rubber processing oil, motor oil and 

industrial oil. Read More 

UAE Cabinet introduces new Visa Facilitation and new 

Foreign Workers Insurance Scheme 

 

UAE, India cement historic friendship 

 

The UAE Cabinet has recently 

announced and adopted a number of 

strategic decisions with regard to 

foreign workers’ insurance in the 

private sector, as well as a legislative 

package of visa facilitations. Read 

More 

 

 

Recent visit of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah 

Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet 

Member and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and International 

Cooperation, to India allowed the 

two countries to further strengthen 

their historic friendship. Read More 

DP World keen to set up logistics hub at JNPT SEZ  India signs MoU with World EXPO 2020 Dubai 

 

DP World, one of the leading global 

operators of marine and inland 

terminals, is interested in setting up a 

logistics hub and also managing the 

Free Trade Zone in Mumbai’s 

Jawaharlal Nehru Port Terminal 

(JNPT). Read More 

 

 

India and World Expo 2020 signed a 

participant’s contract for India’s 

participation in Expo 2020. The 

contract provides for setting up of 

India pavilion at Expo 2020 on an 

extra-large plot in the ‘Opportunity’ 

segment. Read More 

JAFZA’s trade with India reaches over USD 3.4 billion in 

2017 

 

Dubai seeks to attract Indian investments 

 

Trade between Jebel Ali Freezone 

(JAFZA) and India reached over USD 

3.4 billion in 2017. Latest figures 

from JAFZA show that over 788 

Indian companies are trading from 

the freezone serving key markets in 

the region. Read More 

 

 

Dubai is looking to attract more 

investments from India and recently 

held roadshows in three Indian cities 

as part of attracting investors and 

businesses from strategic markets to 

base out of Dubai and achieve faster 

growth and expansion. Read More 

http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302696036
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=179441
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/oil-blocks-india-to-bid-with-uae-firms/article24256044.ece
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302692831
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302694495
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302694495
https://m.gulfnews.com/opinion/editorials/uae-india-cement-historic-friendship-1.2244465
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/dp-world-keen-to-set-up-logistics-hub-at-jnpt-sez-chairman/articleshow/63719141.cms
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=178566
http://jafza.ae/news/jafzas-trade-with-india-reaches-over-usd-3-4-billion-in-2017/
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302687025
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Quarterly News Wrap (April - June 2018) 

 

Tripura begins exporting Pineapples to Dubai 

 Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra & Gujarat big in India-UAE 

Food Security Plan 

 

The first batch of Tripura's "Queen" 

pineapples was dispatched to Dubai. 

Shri Biplab Deb, Chief Minister of 

Tripura flagged off the departure of 

the one tonne consignment of 

pineapples from the state to be 

exported to Dubai. Read More 

 

 

India and the UAE are hoping to put 

in place a food security partnership 

that envisages storage farms in 

Maharashtra, Gujarat and Madhya 

Pradesh to store excess agriculture 

produce for supply to markets in the 

Arab state. Read More 

Kerala pitches adventure activities at Gulf tourists  India sees surge in medical tourists from GCC 

 

Kerala, which has become one of the 

fastest growing tourist destinations in 

India, is getting itself re-branded as 

the 'Land of Adventure' as the south 

Indian state recorded a surge in 

tourist arrivals from the Gulf. Read 

More 

 

 

The Gulf and the Middle East region 

is an important market for India's 

tourism with the past three years 

recording a surge in the number of 

tourist arrivals from the region, 

officials of the India's Ministry of 

Tourism said. Read More 

Indian tourism to UAE gets a boost 

 Flydubai keen to invest in UDAN, Greenfield Airports in 

India 

 

Tourist inflow from India into the 

UAE is expected to soar, following a 

decision by the UAE cabinet earlier 

this month to exempt transit 

passengers through airports in the 

country from all entry fees for the 

first 48 hours of their stay. Read 

More 

 

 

Flydubai is aggressive in its growth 

and expansion plans for India and 

the world and has expressed keen 

interest to support Indian 

Government aviation policy Udaan 

and also the development of 

Greenfield Airports. Read More 

UAE, India came together to reduce plastic footprint  Arab coalition reaches out to India 

 

The Embassy of India in the UAE and 

the UAE Ministry of Climate Change 

and Environment have signed an 

agreement to support the initiative 

‘beat plastic pollution’ on the 

occasion of World Environment Day. 

Read More 

 

 

The Arab coalition, which is seeking 

to secure the energy lanes between 

India and the Gulf through the 

strategic Yemeni port of Hodeida, is 

reaching out to New Delhi for its 

support. Read More 

Mashreq Bank to offer commercial borrowings in Indian 

Rupees 

 India’s Gems and Jewellery council sets USD 100 billion 

target by 2025 

 

Mashreq Bank recently announced 

that it will enter the non-bank 

financial institution (NBFI) space in 

India through an engagement with 

IL&FS Financial Services Ltd to offer 

external commercial borrowings 

(ECB) in Indian Rupees. Read More 

 

 

The All India Gems & Jewellery 

Domestic Council revealed it has set 

a target of USD 100 billion by 2025 

for the domestic Gems and Jewellery 

sector. At present, the domestic gems 

and jewellery sector is estimated at 

USD 75 billion. Read More 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/tripura-starts-exporting-pineapples-to-dubai-118060300520_1.html
https://m-economictimes-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/m.economictimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/madhya-pradesh-maharashtra-gujarat-big-in-india-uae-food-security-plan/amp_articleshow/64726866.cms
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/global/kerala-pitches-adventure-activities-at-gulf-tourists
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/global/kerala-pitches-adventure-activities-at-gulf-tourists
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/local/india-sees-surge-in-medical-tourists-from-gcc-
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302695864
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302695864
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/flydubai-keen-to-invest-in-udan-greenfield-airports-in-india/article24186883.ece
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/uae-india-come-together-to-reduce-plastic-footprint
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/international/india/arab-coalition-reaches-out-to-india
http://www.arabianbusiness.com/banking-finance/396018-mashreq-bank-to-offer-commercial-borrowings-in-indian-rupees
http://www.ptinews.com/news/9623180__Gems-and-jewellery-council-sets--100-bn-target-by-2025$storyes


 


